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BOOK REVIEWS 87 

Social Scandinavia in the Viking Age. Mary Wilhelmine Williams, 
Ph. D., Professor of History in Goucher College. New York: 
The Macmillan Co., 1920. 

Dr. Williams's book on the Viking age is written in a simple, 
direct style and gives a comprehensive picture of this important age in 
Northern culture. Half of the book is given over to an excellent 
discussion of the material culture. A complete picture of Viking 
life is made in which all the activities and customs of the Viking from 
birth to death are set forth. Fatalism and his desire for a place in 
Valhalla are the determining factors which color every aspect of the 
Viking's life. His code of morals, the position of his women, his 
education, art, literature, religion, and system of government with 
its keynote of justice, prove him equal, if not superior, to many 
of his contemporaries. 

One regrets that Miss Williams has not a more intimate knowl- 
edge of the Icelandic tongue and a more prolonged acquaintnce with 
the archaeological collections of the north. The spirit of the old 
Norseman does not pervade the account which, however, is worthy 
of many readers and is valuable as a reference book to students of 
history and ethnology. 

The illustrations and bibliography incorporated into the book 
are excellent. 

Isabel Larsen 

SOME NEW PUBLICATIONS 

Anonymous. How to Observe in Archaeology; Suggestions for Travel- 
lers in the Near and Middle East. Printed by Order of the Trustees of the 
British Museum. London, 1920, 103 pp. 

Bayer, J. Das vermeintliche Solutreen in Skandinavien. (Mannus, 
xiii, 1921, 1-12.) 

Boas, Franz. Der Seelenglaube der Vandau. (Zeitschrift fur Ethnolo- 
gie, 1920-1921, pp. 1-5.) 

Burkitt, M. C. Prehistory. A Study of Early Cultures in Europe 
and the Mediterranean Basin. The Cambridge Univeisity Press. 

Czekanowski, Jan. Recherches anthropologiques de la Pologne. 
(Bulletins et Memoires de la Societe d' Anthropologic de Paris, 1920, pp. 
48-67.) 

Drexel, Albert. Bornu und Sumer. (Anthropos, xiv-xv, 1919-1920, 
pp. 215-294). 

Graebner, F. Alt- und neuweltliche Kalender. (Zeitschrift fur 
Ethnologie, 1920-1921, pp. 6-37.) 



